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receiver and transmitter, a perceptive organ, in fact, for
unconscious contents. What it perceives are symbols.
But symbols are shaped energies, or forces, Le. determining
ideas whose spiritual value is just as great as their
affective power. As Eckehart says, when the soul is in
God, it is *not yet blessed, i.e. when this function of
perception is entirely flooded by the dynamis, it is by
no means a happy state. But when God is in the soul,
z>. when the soul, as perception, comprehends the un-
conscious and takes on the imaged form or symbol of it,
this is a truly happy state. We perceive and realize that
the happy state is a creative state.
(4) Meister Eckehart utters these noble words:
" If one asketh me ' Wherefore do we pray, wherefore fast,
wherefore do we perform all manner of good works, wherefore are
we baptized, wherefore did God become Man ?', I would answer
' For that God might be born in the soul and the soul again in
God. Therefore is the Holy Script written. Therefore hath
God created the whole world, that God might be born in the soul
and the soul again in God. The innermost nature of all corn
meaneth wheat, and of all metal, gold, and of all birth, man 1' "
Here Eckehart frankly affirms that God's existence is
dependent upon the soul, and, in the same breath, that the
soul is the birthplace of God. This latter sentence can
readily be understood in the light of our previous reflec-
tions. The function of perception (the soul) apprehends
the contents of the unconscious, and as a creative function
brings the dynamis to birth in symbolic form1. In the
psychological sense the soul brings to birth images which
the general rational consciousness assumes to be worthless.
Such images are certainly worthless, in the sense that they
cannot immediately be-turned to account in the objective
world. The artistic is the foremost possibility for their
application, in so far as such a means of expression lies in
i According to Eckehart the soul is just as much the compreliender,
as the comprehended. Btittner, I.e., vol. i, p. 186.